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TO. listing of claims will repiace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of niflffm.-g 

1 ■ (OriginaI)A mass storage data protection system for use with a mass storage device in a 

gaming machine, the mass storage data protection system comprising: 

a mass storage device command latch for storing fe m a 

a tuning circuit fin- timing signals between the mass storage device command latch and 
the mass storage device; 

a comparator betwsen the mass storage device command latch and the timing me&K 
circuit: and 

a comparator command register in communication with the comparator, the comparator 
command register including ATAwrjtg, commands wherein the comparator is.*,** » 
when the mass storepe device command latch stores a o n mmand matching * n at a 
command from the comparator command register thot ^nr^n , «™u -yithin flip m ice 
gtomgo data protection system; whoroin whon tho oomparator icuvas a comuioi id-feeffl 

the mass utaraau J < wn rnnm A i«t*h m,,^^^. tn „ rnTnrrmri rf i n - j t hI u fll u 

comparator commnnri regictor, a fault is ganoratod w ithi n tho ibqco stomgo command 



2. (Currently Amended)A mass storage data protection system in accordance with 
claim 1 farther comprising a control and status register in communication with the 
comparator command register and the comparator wherein the co ntrol and «tafnc ~ r *»~ 
is configured to receive information fa™ the comparator to send information to th» 
c o mparator command rprtstrr and is or,*rah1e to receive infor m ation from a j nm r ~ f~ 
enabling writing to the mam storap a H^nV ^fh nnf 1 r tntn - regbter hoi a n 
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system . 



3. (CWgmal)A mass storage data protection system in accordance with claim 1 
wherein the timing circuit comprises a synchronizer and a reset generator. 

4. (Original^ mass storage data protection system in accordance with claim 1 
wherein the mass storage device consists of an intelligent drive electronics hard disk 
drive and me mass storage device command latch consists of an intelligent drive 
electronics command latch. 

5. (Origmal)A mass storage data protection system in accordance with claim 1 
where in the comparator command register comprises a fixed command array and a user 
command array. 

6. (Currently Amended)A mass storage data protection system for use with an 
intelligent drive electronics mass storage device in a gaming machine, the mass storage 
data protection system comprising; 

an intelligent drive electronics mass storage riftvi^ command latc h for storing comn,^ 
ftam a disk controller: 

a timing circuit fbrtiming signals between the intelligent drive electronics command 
latch and the intelligent drive electronics mass storage device, the timing circuit comprising a 
synchronizer and a reset generator; 
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a comparator comprising a fixed command array and a user command array, the 
comparator being located between the intelligent drive electronics command latch and the timing 

circuit ; 

a comparator command register in communication with the comparator, the comparator 

command register including ATA write commands >w„ Pi i n l l — hTn'n tin, mu.. ,L.uy. 

data protection systcsa ; and 

a control and status register in communication with the comparator command register and 
the comparator, wherein <he contml a nd status retnst^r is a-fi^ ^eive mfarm,^ ^ 
the comparator and to send information t o the comp arator command register and i« 
receive information, from a jumper for enabling writing to the mass stores rfgvi™ 
control and statu o rogjotcr jcing configured to at leant partially control functioning of the , ma;* 
sto rage dataprotootion pyslcm ; wherein the comparator j MIM * fault when th» intelligent Hri™ 
g Jsctronics mags , storage device command latch stores a com m and matching an ATA command 
from , the comparator corrunand register ^hm-fin T^rm ty n ^^ rrinir f . r nrnVng n Gomjn: m d no m 
tho intolligcnt drivo clcotronico oommand Iatoh - gerrosponding to a oommand within the 
comparator-oommaiid reg is ter, a fault is gcnomtod within tho intelligent drivo oloctronico 

fifrmmnnd latch 



7. (Currently Amended)A gaming Tnac>n>ft comprising: 

a housing; at least one user input coupled to the housing; 
a display coupled to the housing; 
and a control system, the control system comprising: 
a mass storage device; and 

a mass storage data protection system, the mass storage data protection system 
comprising: 
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a mass storage device command latch for stori™ n. pTOnanris ^ m . ^ 
controller' 

a timing circuit for timing signals between the mass storage device 
command latch and the mass storage device; 

a comparator between the mass storage device command latch and the 
timing circuit; and 

a comparator command register in communication with the comparator, 
the comparator command register including ATA write commands wherein the , 
comparator issues a fault when the mass stnr ^ e device r^m^and latch store * 
command matching an ATA command ftryn the r^m n ^t OI command wy j— - 
that goaorato n fault within the mass storage dnti protection cyotom; whomiu *kea 
th e comparator receives a nntnmnnri frnm tTin^n^ i r v i|. n nn mmnn d l ak h 

c orrocpondinp to a nmmnrmri wMa, thn — nrnrnt m - n nmirnn d r n^irtc r, a f a ul t ij , 
gonoratcd within mo maao ctorago command -4afek. 

8. (Currently Amended)A gaming machine in accordance with claim 7 further comprising a 
control and status register in communication with the comparator command register and the 
comparator, wherein the control and status register is en d eared to receiv e information frnm th* 
comparator and to send ^formati o n to the comparator command register and is onerable tn 
receive information from a j umper for enabling writing tn the mass stent p a HAvi™ 
and statua register being configured to at least partially contiol funotioning Q f mo maaD r^ngo 
data protection system. 

9. (Original)A gaming in accordance with claim 7 wherein the timing circuit comprises a 
synchronizer and a reset gensrator. 
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10. (Original* gaming machine in accordance with claim 7 wherein the mass storage device 
consists of an mtenigent drive electronics hard disfc drive and the n^ device command 

latch consists of an intelligent drive electronics command latch. 

1 1- (Original* gaming machine in accordance with claim 7 wherein the comparator 
command register comprises a fixed command array and a user command array. 

12. (Currently Amended* gaming machine comprising: 

a housing; at least one user input coupled to the housing; 

a display coupled to the housing; and 

a control system, the control system comprising: 

an intelligent drive electronics mass storage device; and 

a mass storage data protection system, the mass data protection system 

comprising: 

an intelligent drive electronics mass stora&e devir.*. command latch 
for storing crnnman^ from a disk controller; 

a timing circuit for timing signals between the intelligent drive 
electronics command latch and the intelligent drive electronics mass 
Storage device, the timing circuit comprising a synchronizer and a reset 
generator; 

a comparator comprising a fixed command array and a user 
command array, the comparator being located between the intelligent 
drive electronics command latch and the timing circui t wherein the 
comparator issues a fault when the intelligent drive electronic m aeg 
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storage device command latch stores a mAtchi ^ an ata 

command from a compa rator command register; 

a the comparator command register in communication with the 
comparator, the comparator command register including ATA write 
commands feat genomic 1 fruits,;,, t»,» ,, n rn: - n dH. t piu m u q U u 
system; and 

a control and status register in commuuication with the comparator 
command register and the comparator, the control and status register 
wherein the control and status register U configured to r eceive information 
flpm the comparator and tp send infor mation to the comparator command 
register and is operahte fo receive info rmation from a jumper or a writ* 
enable switch for enabling writing to the mass storage device 
configured tn tit Tivw pnrrintiy f>^frn^ .fi^^ n ^ n f fn n n m^ -ctorago data 
protection oyotom; wherein when tho oomparator receives a command 
#9ffl-fe o intelligent drivo oloctronios commnnd latch corrooponding to a 
eeaainnnr l within tho comparator command regiotor, a fault ie generated 
within tho intelligent drivo oloctronics command lat eh. 

13. (Currently Amended)A gaming machine in accordance with claim ? 12 wherein the 
control system further comprises: a the write enable switch in communication with the 
comparator, the write enable switch being configured to suppress generation of a fault within the 
mass storage command latch when the write enable switch is closed. 

14. (Original)A gaming machine in accordance with claim 13, further comprising: a 
microprocessor in cornnrunication with the mass storage device and the mass storage data 
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protection system; and gating machine operating software running on the microprocessor, the 
garningxnachine operating software having at least a gaming mode and a maintenance mode, 
wherein the gaming machine operating software is configured to suspend gaming operation when 
the write enable switch is closed and the gaming machine operating software is in a mode other 

than the maintenance mode. 
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